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Dear Parents, 
 
Just a reminder to parents/guardians that parent/teacher conferences will be held at school February 2nd 
and 3rd.  This is a great opportunity for you to chat with your child's teacher and discuss progress and 
future goals. If you are unable to attend I encourage you to communicate with your child's teacher.  The 
partnership between home and school is very important and your input is greatly valued by us in aiding 
your child's development.   
 
Thank you to all of our families who took a few minutes to complete our parent survey.  Your feedback is 
valuable and greatly appreciated!!  We have been completing the scanning phase of our students in 
terms of understanding their perspective of their learning experiences.  As a staff we also examine our 
classroom/school-wide data and observations of student growth to help us understand where students 
are flourishing and where they need future growth.  We will continue to discuss as a group where we will 
begin our focus for learning to continue to provide our students with the continued and improved learning 
opportunities. We will share out our decisions and learning directions with you in the near future. 
 
We are very excited to have had water colour artist Janice Keirstead-Henning working with all of our 
students.  All students had a wonderful opportunity to learn water colour paint techniques during the 
month of January.  Students were engaged in a calm, creative activity which resulted in some amazing 
pieces of art work on a wide-variety of themes.  We look forward to continuing painting and honing our 
artistic skills with water colours during the remainder of this school year.  We are also excited to see 
each child's art work turned into writing cards.  Parents will have an opportunity to buy their children's art 
work and these cards will become a wonderful keep-sake. 
  
February is a month of empathy, thoughtfulness and friendship.  On Wednesday, February 15th we will 
be celebrating Harmony Day along with all schools across our District.  This day provides an opportunity 
to encourage respect for all members of our community.  This assembly with highlight powerful messag-
ing from our students.  Please join us for our Harmony Day assembly at 12:10 on February 15th.   
  
Another important assembly on February 22nd will be "Pink Day" emphasizing Anti-bullying.  We will be 
highlighting students with messages of how to make good social choices that respect and honour the 
dignity of others. Students are encouraged to wear pink. 
 
We will also be directed through cheers and chants by this year's Spirit Team of students led by Mrs. 
Fedorchuk at our upcoming assemblies.  We look forward to the celebrations! 
  
We are happy to have a return of Inside Out Prevention for Youth this February.  We have several 
Master of Social Work students under the direction of Crystal Kneller (Kelowna Women's Shelter) 
working with students in grades 5 and 6.  This program is designed to encourage respectful relation-
ships and healthy lifestyle choices now and in the future. 
 
We are also very pleased to have the instructional Leadership Team (ILT) (lead district teachers) 
collaborating with us on our continued instructional development.  Our group is focusing on the imple-
mentation of the re-designed curriculum, inquiry and Fresh Grade.  We will continue to work together 
from February to spring. 
 
We look forward to a busy and engaging term. 
  
Brenda Kirsch, Principal 

SPRING BREAK DATES: 
Saturday, March  to  
Sunday, April 2nd 

 Fruit kabobs on straws 

 Heart-shaped Rice Krispie 

treats 

 Sugar-free red Jello cups 

 Oatmeal cookies with dried 

cherries or dried cranberries 

 Mini bagels with strawberry 

cream cheese 

 Mini muffins or slices of bana-

na bread or other fruit bread 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Early Dismissal @ 12:30 for  
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Thursday, February 2nd and Fri-
day, February 3rd. 
 
Kindergarten Registration be-
gins @ 7:00 a.m. February 6th 
 
February 13th—Schools closed 
 Family Day 
 
February 14th—Valentine’s Day 
and Twoonie Soup & Bun Day 
 
February 24th—Schools closed 
  Pro D day 
 
March 18th-April 2nd—Spring 
Break—schools closed 

ETEP II Students: 

We currently have two ETEP II student teachers in our school: Ms. Holden (Mr. Smith's class), and Kerstyn Stewart (Mrs. Trainor's 
class).  We are fortunate to have these two engaging, motivated and hard working student teachers working with our students.    Our 
student teachers are also running an "Art Club" on Fridays at lunch!  



Kelowna Rockets will be 
reading with our Grade 1 
classes again on February 
23rd.  This has become an 
annual event in which the 
whole school gets in-
volved to cheer the Rock-
ets on at 11:00 when they 

play some of our grade 5 and 6 students in a fun 
floor hockey game. 

Global School House 
Students in Mr. Batchelor and Ms. Nittel’s classrooms will be attending 
the Global School House field trip on Tuesday, February 14th. This is an 
initiative that celebrates the role of Kelowna's citizens in international 
humanitarian efforts. Through a series of activities organized by a group 
of volunteers, Global Citizen Kelowna 2017 will feature events to Enter-
tain, Educate, and Inspire Change!  The primary purpose of the Global 
School House is to raise awareness in Grade 6 students of the Millen-
nium Development Goals, with a specific focus on “Achieving Univer-
sal Primary Education”: 

 ‘Students will experience issues such as disease, child labour, gen-
der equity, and lack of resources – all of which prevent children 
around the world from obtaining an education.’ 

We are excited that our students will be attending this event! 
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BASKETBALL IS GOING STRONG AT BHE: 
Our Girls and Boys Basketball teams have started practicing 

and games.. A big thank you to Mr. Boe, and Mrs. Willis for 

sponsoring these teams. 

Pink Shirt Day 2017 will once again be 
an opportunity to increase public aware-
ness in Canada, in Kelowna, and in our 
school community to demonstrate that 
we are all a part of the solution and won’t 
tolerate bullying any longer.  We want to 
personally invite you to take part in this 
crucial day by encouraging your children, 
and youth to wear pink on Wednesday, 
February 22nd.  Join us for our assembly 

at 12:00 p.m. on this day.  

The grade 3-6 Bulldog Tennis Team will be wrapping up the year 
with a fun tournament @ the Global Fitness Centre on their indoor 
tennis courts Monday, February 6th from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Please come by and cheer on the team.  Keep swinging & grin-

ning!  Mr. Boe & Mr. Ryan 

Clubs 

Did you know that we have been providing a variety of 
activities and clubs for students to participate in before 
school, afterschool and lunch hour during the winter 
months?  We have just had "Unplug and Play" week in our 
school which has promoted board games and hands on ac-
tivities rather than using technology in the library.  Some of 
our activities in the library at lunch time have included, 
Lego, Snap Circuits, Card Towers, board games, drawing 
and colouring.  We also have been running social justice 
and spirit team for intermediates and primaries.  Lunch 
time intramurals have been running daily with all grades 
participating throughout the week in a variety of gym 
games.  Tennis club and basketball practices and games 
have been occurring in our gym and in our neighboring 
participating schools.   Of course our Breakfast Room con-
tinues to run every morning (thank you to our amazing 
parent volunteers and CEA staff!!) and we invite students 
into the gym every morning to play games before school 
begins.  The computer lab is also an alternative location 
when students find the weather outside undesirable.  We 
always promote playing games and activities outside as 
well with the choice of free play, socializing with peers and 
the promotion of good physical fitness.  Building forts, 
carving tunnels as well as sliding down our two snow 
mounds has proven to be huge fun the last couple 
weeks!!  A big thank you to all our teaching staff, CEA's 
and parent volunteers who have helped in the promotion 
and running of our extra-curricular activities. 

Driving in our School Parking Lot 
 
Thank you to all parents for parking on the street or in a designated parking stall and walking your children to the 
school.  This is the safest and most respectful way to share the parking lot.  Driving past the pylons and pulling along 
the curb (not stopping beside the pylons) is a final option but you must ensure that you are dropping your child off at 
the sidewalk.  Cars are not to be left unattended and students are never to be dropped off in the driving lane or parking 
lot without being accompanied by an adult.  Please help us ensure that the Bankhead parking lot is safe.   

Beautiful Art Cards Created by your Child!! 
Our students have just finished working with our resident artist Janice Keirstead-Hennig creating beautiful 
water colour art works.  We have selected one painting per child to be sent to Dittos Printers to be created into 
beautiful cards.  These cards will become a special keep sake of your child's art experience.  Cards will sell at 
$12.00 for a package of 8 cards.  A sample card will be sent home with your child close to Feb. 10th and or-
dering will be available on-line through our website.   Deadline for ordering will be March 17th. 



 

1.  PAC Meeting February 20th at 6:30 p.m. in the Library. Child 

minding is available. As well, snacks and coffee provided by 

Starbucks to warm you up.  

2. Hot Lunch volunteers are always needed on Pizza Wednesdays 

and Fridays from 10:30 a.m. - 11:05 a.m. Thank you to all who 

continue to show support. The more volunteers we have, the 

smoother delivery goes.  Orders can still be placed online at 

https://bhebulldogs.hotlunches.net/admin/?sid=&un=0 

3. Twoonie Soup & Bun day—February 14th for all students and 

staff.  Send a twoonie for your child to participate in a nice hot 

lunch! 

February 14th is “Love your School 
Library Day” - come and share in 

some fun activities or just stop by 
and say hi to Mrs. Beaudoin, 

Teacher/Librarian and Mrs. W. 
McKenzie, Library Clerk. 

Kindergarten Registration for 2017-2018—February 6th @ 7:00 a.m. 

The School Board has approved the on-line registration starting Monday, 

February 6th @ 7:00 a.m. to Friday, March 10th as the initial registration period 

for the 2017-2018 school year.  

Click on the link to start the registration process.  
https://enrollment.sd23.bc.ca/ 

If you do not have access to a computer, one will be available for you at Bankhead. 
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Early Dismissal Time - 12:30 pm 
 

The teachers are looking forward to sharing your children’s progress with you. Mark your calendars and check with your 

child’s teacher to find out ways to continue to support the classroom learning.  

 

Please plan to attend the conferences on Thursday, February 2nd and Friday, February 3rd.  Students will be dismissed at 

12:30 p.m. on these dates.  Please send a healthy snack for morning recess at 10:30.   

 

Many of our classroom teachers will invite their students to participate in some way in this mid-year conference.  Many 

have planned student led conferences or individual appointment times.  Please contact the school if you have not re-

ceived any communication. 

 

Parents are encouraged to ask their child’s teacher of ways that learning may be supported at home. The B.C. Ministry of 

Education Performance Standards provide useful information on expected levels of performance at various grade levels 

and ways that learning may be supported. www.bced.gov.bc.ca/perf_stands/ 

https://bhebulldogs.hotlunches.net/admin/?sid=&un=0
https://enrollment.sd23.bc.ca/
http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.echildhoodschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/kindergarten-play-learn-and-grow-together-1024x760.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.echildhoodschool.com/110/principles-of-montessori-education-method/&usg=__HA4mIJwW1P
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/perf_stands/

